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JESSE BILLINGS'S WEALTH.

WHO

STRANGE STORY OF THE MAN
MADE $100,000 OUT OF ICE,

Notorious Twenty Years Ago Because Accused
of the Murder of His Wife—Business
Characteristics That Have Made Him One
of the Richest Mon in Northern New York.

SCcHUYLERVILLE, N. Y., June 20.—~Not long
ago a despateh to THE SUN tecorded the fact
that Jesse Billings, whose home Is at Fort Mil-
ler Bridge, a little more than two miles north of
this village on the banks of the Hudson, had
o0ld to the American lce Company 80,000 tons
of ice, which cost him 25 cents a ton to harvest,
for 8$1.50 a ton, thus netting him a profit of
$100,000. ‘This transaction brought again into
the public eye a man who has been for nearly
twenty years more prominent than the aver-
age wellsto=do Saratoga county farmer. The
transaction, however, was characteristic of tha
man, for Jesse Billings rarely does a turn of
business which does not net him a handsomo
profit. [Indeed, it is becausas of his wonderful
busifiess shrewdne<s that he is to-day one of the
wealthiest men in northern New York and
oasily the wealthiest man in Saratoga county.

It is said by those hereabouts who have known
Rim all their lives that until the story of his
transaction in foe was printed, Mr. Billings had
not had his name in the papers since the time
when, twenty od d years ago, he was easily ona
of tha most talked about and written about men
in the United States. ‘Those were the days
when this man with a wonderful commercial
and personal history was on trial for his life,
when he was obliged to defend himsell, on two
diterent occasions, against the charge of mur-
dering his wife, and when he was finally tris
umphantly acquitted.  Billings was a wealthy
man then, but as the older men about here talk
about the ice transaction, they recall the wone
deriul additions to his fortune which he has made
during the past twenty years, and it {8 the con
elusion of many of them, as it has long been the
conclusion of peopls generally along the upper
Hudson, that the prosperity which has come
to Billings i8 proof positive that he did not kill
his wite; otherwise, they argue, he would not
have so greatly prospered in material things.

No malter how completely the tragedy may
have been forgotten elsewhere, the people in
this part of New York State will never forget
the murder of Mary Eliza Billings. Al the cir-
cumstances surrounding the affair conspired
to make it one of the strange murders of the

century. It was not lacking, either, in features
tending to make (L highly romantie. The mur-
der cocurad in the early evening ol June 4, 1878,
The heat of a day, more than ordinari{ly warm
for June, had been tompered ust at sunset by a
heavy thunder shower.  Just after the svenin
lampa had been lighted, and bafora tharai n hac
stopped altogether, Mrs. Billings was shot and
fnstantly killed as she sat rocking to and fro by
a window in her sitting room opening upon the
garden and looking toward the south  The
window was closed and the shade drawn, but
the blinds were oper. Tha woman sat in such
o position that her shadow fell aeross the sha de
at the window 1t was at tns shadow that the
a~sassin aimed to fire the fatal shot. The bule
let entered tha left temple, and, ns Mrs. Bil-
Yings tell forward, sho was canght in the arms of
her ounly ehild, a daughter, who sat a few feet
away on the opposita side of the table

The Rillings Louse was a rambling old struct-
ure of the Coloninl type of achitactiure, with a

broad. high-pillared piazza extanding across
the entirafront. It was surrounded by spactous
rounds, the broad stretches of lawn shaded

v solendid old oaks and elms. [t faced the east

and {n frontof it fowed the Hudson, from which
ft was separated by the broad, hard highway
running trom Schuylervilie to Bacon Hill, The
Billings farm stroatched away over the hills to
the west of the house as far as the eye conld
reach. The stables whara Billing: kept his fine
horses for the usa of himself and his wife and
daughter wera immeadiately In the rear of the
houso.  Across the wide driveway to the north
was Billings's bank and north of tha bank was
his general store. Opposite the bank and the
store and immediately on tha bank of the river
wera his coal yard and boat vard, the latter be-
ing the most axtensive canalboat building plant
in the United states. The grounds surrounds
ing the house were bounded on the south by a
pickat fence, about four feet high, which was
abont two hundred feet distant from the window
through which Mrs. Billings was <hot

It was here, surrounded by whatever comforts
and luxuries they required, that the banker,
merchant, farmer and  boatbuilder lived with
his wife and daughter, a ,\'--unr woman about
20 years of age But the relations between
hushand and wife were not of the happiest, He
was a man of the world, shrewd at driving a
bargain and engrossed in his business, Hisin-
terests, scnttersd ”"”f' well over the country,
required him to be much of the time away from
home. s wite was a farmer's daughter and a
f”“d housewife.  Her horizon was bounded by

wr home and its duties,  Besides this, she had

the misfortune to have a violent temper and an
exceedinely jealous disposition, The result
was that the home life of Mr. and Mrs. Billings
was not all that could be desired.

He was o man who had many enemies as well
as many strong friends.  He was just the kind
of man who might be expected to be thus blessed
and aMicted.  His business methods were so
sharp and exacting that it was sald of him that,
if one wantoed to have him for a friend he should
never do business with him. Therefors, when
the nelghbors in the little hamlet found that Mrs,

illings had been murdered, it was not long be-

ore some of the enemiss whom Billings had
made directad suspicion toward him. Investi-
ation of the crime showed that the shot had

n fired from a weu}mn of the rifle type. It
was also determined that the weapon was held
within a foot or two of the window when the
shot was fired, A man's footprints were easily
traced across the thoroughly soaked lawn to
the picket fence running nfonz the southarn
boundary ol the grounds. In the soft earth on
the opposite side of this fence thers were deep
Indentations of thess same footprints, whiuh
were easily traced northward through the flelds
and over the hills to an old well {n a fleld on the
Billings farm, nearly a mile and a half northwest
of the house. The particular tield in which this
well was was usad as a sheep pasturs. When
i:m well was uncovered and dredged there was

ound at the bottoin an old carbine, known to
ave belonged to Billings and to have rested for
ears on & shelf in a room on the upper tloor of

I8 store,

About the time of the finding of this carbine,
a pair of rubbar boots were found in a smoke
house just back of the residence, which had at
one time belonged 1o Billings, and fitted
exactly into the footprints that led from
the house over the fence and up to the old well.
The bullet, which passed clear through Mrs.
Billings's skull, was found in the room in which
she died. A comparison of the side of the
bullet with the bore of the carbine led to the
conclusion that tha shot had been tired from
the carbine. Billings was not at home when
his wite was killad. These circumstances
coupled with the fact that he and his wife live
unhappily togathor, and with the additional
act that his daughter freely declared that

e belioaved her fathar had murdered her
mother, led 1o Billings's arrest,

All through the Coroner's inquest he con-
ducted himsell with great dignity and quite
@ a man would who had met with a great af-
fliction. He mada no protestations of inno-
cence, holding that if his old neighbors very
generally believed him to be guilty protesta-
tons 1o the contrary would be of litte avail.

Accordingly this man, who had long been one
of the foremoat citizens of his county, was
locked up in the county jail at Ballston Spa
80 two or three weoks u{'lu\r hi4 wile had been
tull--d‘ The Sheriff of the county at that time

ad been a schoolmate of Blllings and it thus
happened that every courtesy which the pris-
oner could properly receive was extendad o
hign. He was provided with a large corner
cell on the ground floor of the jall, a desk,
stationery and telsgraph blanks and with
meals from the Bheriff’s  private table,
There, all through the summer of 1878 this
acoused murderor transacted his business
much In the sams way as he would in the
private office ol his bank. Not a detail of
all his enterprises was neglected, and, to judge
from his manner, tha ontcome of his trial
was that which concernsd him the least, |t
wias sald that Billings made more money ia jail
that summer than did most of the free men
in Saratoga counwy,

= wme f{ollowing Sepwmber his case was
moved for trial. The Distriet Attorney of
Baratoga county at that time was the late [saac
C. Ormsby. In some wav he was distansly
related to Billings and thers was no love loat
batween them. In fact Billings's friends did
not hesitate to say that, had it not been for
the enmily which the District Attorney bore
to him_Billings would never have bheen put
on trial. The best lagal talent in this part
of the State was engaged on both sides. The
late Nathanial ¢. Moak of Albany was retained
‘l* A special Assistant District Attorney, while

Rilings retained as his senior connsal the late

Benator Charles Hughes of Sandy Hill. The
trial lasted nearly 4 month,  [n some respects
% reseinbled  the Molineux  trinl. Experts

in clemistry, In pathology and in firearms
profassional foot racers, civil engineers anc
BUrgRONs wora nnglfmj by the dozen to testify
for and against the aocousad, All \hrnulgn
!go trial Billings was attandod by his vener-
abla fathar, Dr. Jessa Billings, Sr., ona of the
most famous old-tima physiciana in northern
New York, All through the trial Dr. Bill ngs.
who was then more than 80 years of age, drove
from his home at Bacon ﬁl“ 1o Baratoga, a
distance of fourtesn milas, every morning
and drova back every night, From Saratoga
to Ballston he went by train,

The presiding Judge at the trial was Justice
Judson 8. Landan, recently appointad to the
Appellnte  Division of the Suaprems Court.
The jury was most carafully selscted, the
talesrnen coming from nearly every part of
the county and heing, as a rule, rapresenta-
tive citizens. The evidence of the prosecu-

-

tion was entirely circumstantial. For a de-
fense Billings sef ur an alibl. He attem

to show thut he could not mebly have fired
the shot because he was at the house of a Jus-
tice of the #em where he first received the
news of his wife's death, at the time the shot
was fired. “a accounted for his movements
during all the alterncon and evening of the
day of the murder. He did not take the stand
himself, but he attempted to show by other
witnesses that, when the shower of the early
he had driven,

evening was practically over
thruu' an oFdTunn, up to the teld in whieh
was the old well where the carbine was found,

to salt liis sheep. Having performed this work
he showed *hnt he had driven back through
the lane and up to the house of George Wash-
burn, a Justice of the Peace, to got a summons
for a delinguent creditor. By every member
ol the Washburn family Billings proved that
he was at the Washburn bouse at the tim
the shot was fired. By a tisherman nam
Ueorge Jones, it was proved that Billings did
come out of the lane in his buggy and drive
up to the Washburn house.

This was the substance of the proof on bot
sides. After a charge which was consider:
to be somewhat prejudiclal to the accused,

the jury took the case. The jury's dellbera-
tions lasted for many hours and they finally
came in with the announcement that it was

impossible for them to agree. They stood
eleven for acquittal and one for conviction
and were discharged. Senator Hughes made
the then very unusual motion in a _homicide
ase aldmn the .m-l;.’d muhul. b.\tr‘“.\lolk
strenuously op. the motion, bu WAs
finally crnnux{om being fxed at $40,000.
A cousin of Mr. Billings, the late Alexander
B. Baucus, who succeeded Webster agner
in the State Senate, agreed to become one
of the bondsmen and also agreed to find another.
Another bondsman was found without much
trouble and Billings became temporarily a
free man.

Ha had no sconer been released than he
plunged head over heels into business again,
at which he continued with unabated vigor
for & year and a half, when he was &nn on trial
a second time. That was in the latter part
ol April, 1880, For the second trial he secured
the late William A. Beach as his sepjor counsel.
It was the last great trixl in which Mr. Beach
took part and maoy of his friends still Insist
that, the Bescher trial not exceptad, it was
the master effort of his/ife. Ono of the strong-
est witnesses against Billings on both trials

was  his mother-in-law, Mrs, Harris. She
was bitter against Bulings. On the second
trial her testimony was particularly flerce,

She remembered incidents thiat had occurred
yvears before as periectly as if they had hap-
pened the day before she gave her testimony,
and yet she was a woman more than 70 years
old. ~Her memory appeared to be as remarkable
as her testimony was damaging to Billings.
At the conclusion of her direet examination,
Mr. Beach, who was anative of Saratoga county
and who had known Mrs, Harris in her younger
days, arose and surprised everybody by be-
winning his examinatlon as follows:

“Good morniog, Mrs. Harris.  This is a lovely
morning, isn't it?"

I'he old lady agread with the lawyer that tharo
was nothing particularly the matter with the
weather, and Mr. Beach continued:

“It's a good niany years since | lust saw you,
Mrs. Harris, so long, tn ract, that 1 would not
venture to say just how long it is. Of course,
I am nowhere near as well rr»wrved as you
are, Mrs. Harris, but I find that iny memory {sn't
anywhere near as good as it used to be.
don't know whether you find the same diffi-
culty or not.”

“Oh, 1 have the same feeling,” said the old
lady. “I'm pretty smart, but I can’t remember
anywhere as near as well as 1 used to.  1In fuct
my memory is getting pourer all the while. I
guess we're both getting old. Mr. Beach."”

Led on by the suavity of theskilful advocate,
the old lady had fallon heels over head into
the trap which had been laid for her. In the
facw of the testimony that she had just given,
when she had remembered so any trivial -
cidonts of long bafore, she confessed that she
possessed a really very treacherous memory.
She had damaged her testimony beyond re-
palir and that with no apparent attempt on the
part of the oounsel for the deferce.  That was
exnctly what Beach wanted, und when Le had
her admission he simply said:

“That will do, Mrs. Hurris. Shall 1 help
you down from the stand?”

The old lady was so angry that she almost
tora her hair, but «he was not so much dis=
turbed as was the counsel for the prosecution.
The testimony of one of the most important
witnesses against Billings had beeu practi-
cally rulned

Bt that wasn't the only successful manmuvre
of the great lawyer. He permitted the ('rose-
cution to introduce a lot of expert evidence
to show tho penetrating power of a bullet fired
by the carbine in question at a certain distance
from a human skull, and he allowed a number
of skulls to be exhibited, showing what had
happened to them after having been shot through
by & bullet from that carbine. It appeared to
be testimony to which there was no answer,
and great surprise was occasioned when the
defence introduced no testimony to coutrovert
ft. But Beach knew his business. When
he came to analyse that testimony in his sum-
ming up, he simply took the carbine and the
bullet ged to have been fired from it held
them ui.be(nro the jury and then tried 1o force
the bullet throush the barrel of the carbine,
Inserting the end of the bullet into the barrel
and pushing upon it with a ramrod with all his
strength the lawyer could not push the bullet
into the barrel even so far as the bullet’s length,
He then i it to the jury to experfiment
for themselves. They were n 0 more successful
than he.  When the experiment had been
finished Mr. Beach said:

“Now, gentlemen € the jury, all this testi-
mony would be verv ., ortantif it only applied
to this case; but ivaon't.  Here Is the bullet that
the District Attorney leges passed through
the skull of Mr« Billings. Here is the gun
from which it 14 alleged the bullet was fired
But have you seen, ®entlemen, that the bullet
don't fit the gun? Theralore, before this tes-
timony is of any avall, wmy frieuds on the other
mrio will either have to get a new bullet or &
new gun.” '

The case was at length submitted to the jury
after the charge had been delivered by Justice
Joseph Potter of the Supreme Court, who
presided at the trial. The jury were out but a
short time and came In with a verdict of ac-
quittal. Atter the jury had retired, Billings
and some of his friands went to a hotel near
the court house to await the result. The come-

any gathered in a little sitting room off the
Kutel office in which there was a lounge. Bu-
lings lay down on this lounge, and, before any-
body realized it, with the question of his life
or his death in the hands of twelve men, this
remarkable man went sound uah‘rlv. and when
the court house bell announced that the jury
had come in, some of his friends had to shake
him vigorously before he was wide awake.
The verdict was received with great demon-
strations of ;msnulur approval and Billings
went back to his home assured that a good part
at least of the citizens in Saratoga county be-
lieved the verdict to be a just one

Among Billings's strongest friends, from the
time he was arrested until he was acquitted,
was the Rev. Mr Ford, pastor of the Dutch
Reformed Church at Bacon Hill, which Billings
attended. The Sunday folowine his aoquittal,
Billings went to chureh and the first hymn
given out was that which contains the verse

Extol the tip of Jesse's rod
And crown him Lord of all.

The hymn was sung with great vigor by a
large congregation, every member of which
mnde it his or her business to sing directly at
Billings

At the time he was placed on trial he owned
more canal boats than any other man (n the
United States and the same thing is true to
day. His plan has been to build boats and sell
them to boatmen on {ronclad contracts, with
the result that many of the boats which Billings
builds find their way back to him owing to tfw
inability of the purchasers to pay for them.
It has seemed almost, as if everything the man
has touched during the past twenty vears
has turned to monsy. During the past few
years he has Investad a large part of his in-
coms in farms, with the result that he now nwna
more farms than any other man in northern
Naw York. It may be depended upon that
he got thasa farms cheap or he never would
have bought them. A farm which would
make any other man poor Rillings is able to
make yield him a profit. 8o it i3 with his other
real estate, mining and other investments
His genius s for money maki Oowing to
hls_reticence nobody has ever been_able to
make a very close estunate of Mr. Billings's
wealth, but it is very generally believed by
those who know him t that he Is worth not
far from $2.000,000 or $3,000,000.

And with all his money and all his remarkable
history he has a remarkable personality, He
has always on hand a fund of anecdote and of
good storfes. and he appears to have cultivated
the artof making epigrams. At times his conver-
satlon (s a series of epigrams.  An incident that
occeurred u few Years ago at a railroad restaurant
ulun'x the line of the New York Central will serve
to illustrate the character of the man _While
the ¢rain stopped at the station Mr. Billings
got off to get some luncheon. The restaurant
was crowded Billings seated himself on one
of the stools at the counter and placed his grip
on another. When he pald his score and was

astening for the train a man connecwd with
the restaurant ran after him to Y- him thnl.
having wu*lad one of the stools for himsell
and another for his grip he would have to pay
for the atool which lro &rip occupled,

“All right.” sald Billings, “how much?”

The restaurant man told him. Billings walked
back to the counter. Handing the man the
required sum he opened his grip, grabbed a
broilled chicken from off the counter, shoved
it into his &rip, and exclaimed:

“There, dod-gast you! You've pald for your
lupch, now eat!”  And away he went, making
aflying leap for the train which was just pulling
out of the station

Just where all the man’s money will go when
he dies is something that greatly Interests Mr
Billings's friends and neighbors. He has no
near ralattves living, sxcapt his danghter, and
she Is married to the man who was the eashier
of the B'"L'lf' bank when Mrs.Billings was killed.
and turn againat his employer when he
was in trouble. Tha daughter and her hushand
are living a few miles north of Fort Miller,
Bridge, on the np‘rwiva side of the river, and
it 1% snid that the daughter and her father have
recently becoma reconcled.  Whether that s
true or not, it & probable that nobody knows
rxm-pt the two persons most interested. Bil-

ings minds his own Euslneu and "-3“" his

time exel ol
whlzh h.uﬂv l': l'r‘l“ mMore mo! to that
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BRIC-A-BRAC GIRLS CALLED

CHARNING VISITORS
HE HAD TYPHOID,

HALSTEAD'S
WHEN

His Girls, the Poster One, the Dresden Shep-
herdess, the Magdalene and the Dezen
Shell Girls Oame to See Him--The Lal-
laby They Sang to Him to Make Him Sleep.

One of them was an imported poster girl
with a bud of a mouth and hair blown out in
fantastic crinkled swirls against the dark sky
where the very end of each tress melted into
a star. Her costume—well, the fact is she
hadn't any, but a friendly cloud had blown
around her and clothed her in a dusky mist
through which she shone pinkly. She was a
signed poster and was worth—but you wouldn't
believe it if the figures were given,

There were a dozen other girls painted on
shells, These shells had oddly indented sur-
faces and the pearly curves had been deftly
tinted by the artist so that they seemed like
part of a woman's form. They were in a velvet-
backed case and an electric light was set on
the top somehow, so that it showed them up
beautifully, those women of the sea. Then
there was a reclining Magdalene done In mar-
ble, cold and beautiful, an exquisite thing,
but looking quite colorless beside the Dresden
shepherdess on the Chippendals escritoire.
She was dainty and sweet as a peach with her
coquetish high-heeled slippers and her jaunty
hat. There were other statues and pictures,
but these were the stars.

The fellows called them Halstead's girls
for the fact is they were the only girls that Hal-
stead seemed to care for. It was one of the
rooms of a dormitory suite in a college town,
but no one would take it for a college man's
roomn for thero was none of the usual truck in
the little drawing room. You see Halstead,
3d, was a sharp on art and he kept all the flags
and boxing gloves and foils in the dining room.
When the fellows called they eschewed the
parlor. That was ever since Ballard tried to
show a new tackle and turned over a table
full of Derby cups. Halstead almost ecried
when he saw them smash, but he said after-
ward that it had served him right. He had
bought the set to send as a wedding present
to a friend, but when they were unpacked he
fell in love with them and decided to keep them
himself. So he sent a silver soup ladle and let
it go at that.

Halstead had just two fads. One was art
and the other was charity, He wasn't an old
woman by any means but he didn't go in for
athletles except in & quh‘lt wiay with bells and
clubs, and he loved to go prowling about in
odd parts of the town hunting up the lame,
tha sick and the blind and spending good money
on them while the other chaps were plung-
ing like maniacs on the fleld or whooping things
up over victories or defeats, for collage boys
will whoop anyhow. lle also taught a class
in Sunday school. This sounds impossible,
but it was a lot of boys, lttle muckers picked
up in the streets and he didn't give them any
angel talk., He jnst argued with them in the
endeavor to prove that if they were honoest
and clean and truthful and good to their moth-
ers they might be President some day, a theory
that took with them much better than the
promise of wings and a bharp. Even Bllly
the Bum,who refused to como to Sunday school
unless he could bring his dog, had begun to
shine his shoas and brush his teeth under the
stimulus of Presidential possibilities,

only for Bllly this story would never bave
been written, not that the story counts, but
the things would never have happened and
when you have finished you will agree that
that, would never have done,  Billy
was eick and Halstead went down to the place
Billy lived and climbed two fNightsto the room.
Billy lay there breathing hard, and the dog
looking very harrassed and wretched sat at
the foot of the bed. And fanning Billy,there
was a girl with a somewhat serious fare and
lovely eyes like a Madonna that Halstead re-
memberad having seen somewhere,  8he looked
up and said in a whisper:

“Are you the doctor?”

“No," said lalstead, “1 just dropped in to
seo the boy., How is he?”

“He is very bad,” she said, “and I sent lis
mother for the doctor. [ think it's a fever "

Halstead sat on the bed and felt Billy's pulse
and Jooked closelv in the boy's flushed face and
said, “Billy.” But Billy never noticed. And
the dog looked awfully worried

“Do vou kpow,” sald Halstead, “I think,
perhaps you had better not remain here. It
may be something cautching?”

“I'lm not a bit afraid,” she =ald. “It's my
week in the district and 1 have nursed lots
of coutagious cases,”

“Yes?" said Halstead. She didu't look like
a nurse, She read the inquiry in his tone,

“I thought it best to learn when I ook up
the work,” she said. She seemed to recog-
nize him at onca as a fellow Inhorer and they
sat and talked in whispers about the various
missions until Billy's mother came in with
the doctor, who sent them both home,

Next day Halstead was ill, fretrul and had
a burning head,and the day after he was worse
and fnally it was pronounced typhoid. Just
then he torgot and began to babble and tell
all he knew about blue china but in <uch a
chatty interesting way that even the doctors
smilad. Then he insisted on having the door
opened between his bedroom and the parlor
and they humored him. He looked ever so
much happier then, for Lhe could see his girls,
the Shepherdess, the Magdalene, the poster
girl and the shell Indies reflected in the mirror

One day, about the tourth of Halstead's
iliness, & strauge thing happened. He was
dozing when he felt a band underoeath his head
and a glass at his lip=, and opening his eves
a little he saw, who do you think? the Dresden
Shepherdess sinfiing at him in the loveliest way
and sitting on the edge of the bed,

“Oh, thank you very much,” said Halstead,
quite pleased.  “1 am sosorry to trouble you.”

“Shi- sh—, said the Shepherdess, 1 like to
take care of you. Younust be very gujet.’

“Tt is very kind of you,” said Halstead. *“I
alwavs thought you were so frivolous and
heartless.”

“Oh, no,” said the Shepherdess, “that’s only
talk. Won't you try to go to sleep?”

“1 might if you wonld be =0 good as to sing
to me,” said Hulstead,

Just then the doctor—ona of the dootors
came in and didn’t scem the least bit surprised
to see the Dresden Shepherdess sitting there
He nodded knowingly to her and she smiled at
Halstead like an angel and =aid:

“What kind of songsdo yvou like?"

“1 like all kinds,” said Halstead; "but there
is an old-fashioned song my muthv, used to
sing to m» that keeps humming itself. Tdon't
suppose you know it. It goes like this:

“Over there! Just over there!”

“1 will say——"'

“Sh-sh-," sald the Shepherdess, putting ber soft
finger against Halstoad's lips, "1 know It

Heaven's not far--it's Just in sight
Now they're calling me—good night.

She sang softly, with her hand on Halstead's
forehead, and he closed his eyes and fell off to
sleep,

Next day— it must have been next day-—
Halstead wished g0 much that she would come
and sing to him again. It really was worth
being sick to have a beautiful girl like that
take such an interest in him. But this time he
felt a hand under his head and a glass at his
lips and he just opened hig eyesalittle and closed
them very quickly again.

“1 beg your pardon,” he sajd, much embar-
rassed. It was the Marble Magdalene sitting
there on the side of the bed smiling at him,

“How do you feel,” she aske

“Thank you, I feel very well,” he said, “There
is & bathrobe of mine hanging on the back of
the door if you would like——"

Bha laughed a beautiful marble laugh, but
it wasn't at all slnn* ,

‘ ]"Il)o'v_'ou know,” she said, “you're the funnjest
ellow!

“1 am not generally considered «o0,” he said,
“but 1 like to hear you laugh. Go on, please,
And 1 always wanted to see you walk. It s so
vory kind of you!”

l{o felt as though he ought to tell her about the
other visit he had had bit he concluded not to.
Alterall. they were ina different set

Don't you think you would like to go to
sleep,” she asked gently.

"{ might,” he said, “if you would be kind
enough to sing to me. ” )

And without another word she began to sing:

Kiss me, mother—do not weep—
Now I lay me down 10 sleep!

And with his hand in hers he fell off in a pleas-

ant doze.

Next day was a star day. The twelve shel]

irls called all at onoe and #at all over the bed
n a delightfully informal way. Some of them
ended without feet: not mermaids, you un-
derstand, but they just straggled off from the
knees like an unfinished sketch,  But they wers
lovely to Halstead. They put a cool glass to
his lips and said

“How do you teel to-day’*

“Very fine, thank you,” said Halstead, "it
i® 8o nice of you to call!”

Then the doetor eame in and one of the shell
girls whispered to him:

“Delirious—but not a bit violent. He {8 the

t polite chap—just as though he were in &

awing room. But some Qote fancies.”

‘I can hear you,” said Halstead. “Won't
yoﬁ ladies have some tea?"

o dltm‘t like her talking about him in that
way at all. He wondered if the doctor would
think it odd for him to have those pink girls
8it ound on the . _To tell the truth
they did look awfulln!ut off the shells. N
day he was rather wishing to see the Bhepherd-
ess, but the poster girl came (n and
hand under his head and held a glase o

“1'm sure it's very kind of you,” he said.

“Don't you feel hunfry?" she asked.

“Not particularly,” he said.

she had & glass plate of iolly and she took A
spoonful and offered it to him and he took it.
It tasted good, somehow.

“To think,” he said, “that you should take
oare of me in this way The star!”

“The star?* she said, glving him another
spoonful.

“That's your name, you know," he nq_ld.
“No, thank You—no more jelly now, please.

sShe smiled upon him like an angel and a
Madonna rolled in one.

“You dear boy,"” she said; “I do believe you
are going to get well ”

She leaned over and kissed him. Halstead
smiled and opened his 'f“ wide

“You bric-a-brao girls are about the nicest
to a fellow.” he said.  “I'll have you framed.”

The poster firl laughed.

“Don’t you think you had better go to sleep?”

“1 might if you would sing to me,” he said.
And she begun softly:

Over there—just over there
1 will say my evening prayer—

And he fell aslesp.

Then he remembered coming back it seemed
to earth aguin. It was afternoon and he cou
gea the green of the el trees when the awning
blew over. There was the Shepherdess on
the desk, the Magdalene, the poster girl and
the shells all in thnlr(rlmt‘u }ust as though
nothing had happened. By the window a
girl sat in a blue and white gown. The place
seemed full of flowers. Then the girl went
out and came back with a boy and Halstead
recognized Billy the Bum. He had the dog
under his arm.  They thought he was asleep,

'jHI; -h," said the girl, “now go out very
quietly.”

“Say,” said Billy, "do you think he'd like
to have the dog hers with him? He's a good
watch dog”

The girl nodded and Billy put down the dog
and went out on tip toe. The girl knelt on
the floor and took the dog's paws in her hands
endenvoring to make him sit up. Halstea
closed his eves.  He felt very happry somehow,
Then he felt & soft hand back of his head and
a glass at his hips. He opened his eyes an
caw the girl in the blue and white dress. She
had a somewhat serious face and eyes like a
Madonna that Halstead remembered having
seen somewhere,

“How do you feel?” ghe sald.

“Vary flne, thank you,” said Halstead. “Would
{ml mind letting the dog sit on a chair by the

wd?”  She “lnw'd the chalr and the dog jumped
up. wageing his tall

“What day Is 1t?" said Halstead

“Saturday,” said the girl. “This is the first
day that you have not raved, Now you must
be vory quiet.  Suppose you go to sleep?”

HNalstead longed to ask her to sing, but ha
didn't quite dare. You see, this was a real
girl and besides that he dido’t own her as he
did the others PRut he opened hls eyes and
looked up at her and she grew pink. Then he
closed his eves and =hie bagan to sing softly:

Heaven's not far—It's Just o sight—
Now they're calling me,

Halstead dropped off in a happy dream with
her hand in his.

SUIT OVER A BRIDE'S WOES.

Dinner Gowns and Troussean Didn't Arrive
~82,100 Damages Asked for Disappolntment,

NEw ORLEANS, June 30.—Tha Civil District
Court of New Orleans has before it one of the
most difleult legal problems to determine -
thy exact value of social functions and enjoy-
ment, the relative pleasure o!tained from
balls, dinnars, receptions, &e. It i8 a dress-
maker's case, but viewed from the other end.
Usnally the dressmaker sues her patron for
failure to pay up. Here it isa case of damages
asked for by a society woman because the
dresses she ordered were not completed in
time for her wedding and houeymoon, the con-
sequence being to leave her like Miss Flora
McFlimsey of Madison Square, “nothing to
wear,” and compelling her to forego all the
serial pleasures and triumphs which she had
reason to expect from a well-selected trousseau,

On April 19 Miss Lula Lewis of Yoakum, Tex.,
was married to Dr. Frank T. Eisegnan. The
wedding was to be a great affair in Yoakum, and
Mrs. Anna Lewlis, the mother of the bride, was
determined that her daughter should appear to
advantage. No local dressmaker of Yoakum
was deemed sufMoeient for the occasion, and Mrs.
Lewls came to New Orleans on April 9 and
ordered thare for her daughter from tis !~rgest
department store and most fashionable dress-
making establishment inthe city a weddin g out-
fit far beyond anything seen before in Yoakum,
with a number of dresses suitabla for balls,
partles, dinners and receptions of all kinds.
It was natural that Mrs, Eisernan's trousseau
should arouse a great deal of interest among the
woman of her town, and all her friends looked
forward with pleasure and delight at the chanes
the wedding woygld give them to see the latest
metropolitan dressmaking.

But the eve of the wedding day cawe and no
trousseau from New Orleans. A few hours be-
fore the marriage the wedding dress arrived, but
~horror of horrors—It had been made without
the slightest regard to the measurements fure
nished. [t was “afright”-~four inches short in
front, and could not be worn by the bride with-
out muking her ridiculous, especially in view of
what had been expected and promised.  As for
the troussoau, the dinner dresses, the reception
robes and the dress, they never arrived. The
bride waited impationtly, expecting every
day that the package (rom New Orleans would
arrive, that she would be able to earry out Ler
predictions to her friends and blossom out in
al!l the glory of fine clothes, but no package
canme, No news l'r the trousseau—it never caine.

It is natural that the bride should grow ner-

vous under the continued disappointment,
Moreover, it put her in & false und awkward
light before her friends. It was u gav season
of the vear and all her friends were anxious
to make her honeyimoon as agreeable as poss ble.
Dinners were given io her hoonor: receptions at
which acquaintances were invited to meet the
bride. She dars not go to them to be scorned
and laughed at because of her old (lothes
and had to send her “regreta.” She ¢ ud not
explain to all the invitations that she vwus kert
away by a lact of suitable robes-for that
would be more humiliating than for a bride to
confess that she Lhad no “new clothes”—and
there wus no time to supply the defleiency.

Aod "r--fn-lu" unexplained, as many of them
wers, led to many misunderstandings, so that
her friends thonght her cool. andfno longer de-
stronus of keeping up their acquaintance,

Such 18 the sad story which the petition of the
bride and her mother tell, and even in the dry
language of the law it becomes plaintive and
touching. It s because of the suffering and
humiliation to which the bride was sub jected
but above all because of the social pleasurss o
which she was devrived by the faillure to make
and deliver the dresses in tiwe that she now
axks for $2,100 damages,

The per: ratiop of the petition is more touch-
! ng from & feminine point of view:

That to the knowledge of the defendanta
the object in purchasing the bridal robes and
other dresses was the gratification of the intel-
Iectual and social enjoyment which the said Miss
Lula lewls, now Mrs. Frank Eiseman, and her
husband joining her would experience by
having the bride suitably attired to enable
them to accept the Invitations to social festiv-
ities which among f»mplr- in their class of life
wlways follow a wedding; and that they did re-
oelve numerous invl tations to all sorts of social
functions within the thirty days linmediataly
following the wedding, which they were unable to
accept and enjoy and wey deprived of by
reazon and because of the wilful violation of the
contract on the part of the defendants, who did
not even attempt to finish the dresses which
were intended to enable the satd TLula lLewis,
now wifeof Dr. Frank T. Eiseman, to be properly
arras ed on such several occaslons, greatly to
her mortitlestion and to her deprivation of
the enjovment which she had a right to antici-
pate and did anticipate on such occasions.”

The case is the first of the kind to occur here,
and, as far as known, anywhere, and it is
awnited with great (nterest. It s understood
that the invitations received by the bride and
which she had to decline on account of the fact
that she had "nnthlns to wear” will be filed in
evidence, and the Judge or jury will be called
upon to estimate the value of each of these
functions and to determine in dollars how much
pleasure is lost in missing a good dinper and
what amount of enjoyment a lady is deprived
of who is denied the uleasure of u triumph
socidly and becanse of her gowns at a ball
And it s patural that the women (n the higher
socinl eircles In New Orleans should await with
much anxwety the decision of the question -
whether the dressmaker w ho disappointed them
can be held in damages for the suffering and
augiish she causes by her failures.

RIPANS

Want 4l -a case of bad healtn that R-I-P-A N-§ will
not penefit.  Oue gives relief. No matter what's the
matier one will do you good. A cure may resuls if
directions are followed. They banish paln, induce

sleep, urulun' Iife. Sold at gl drug stores, ten for
five cenis. Do sure lo.rlet the genuine. n't
fooled by subsutules en sargples and a thousan

testimonials will be malled (o any address for 5 cents,
forwarded t the Ripans Chem. Cov 10 Spruce ﬁ

GEN. WALLACE

THE AUTHOR'S EXPERIENCES WITH
THE FAMOUS OUTLAW,

Bllly the Kid's Treaty With Gen. Wallace,
Then Governor of New Mexico—His Later
Vow to Kill Him-—Narrow Escapes of the
Desperado Before Pat Garrett Killed Him.

INDIANAPOLIS, June 30.—Gen. Lew Wallace,
the Indiana author, diplomatist and scholar,
was in a reminiscent mood one day this week.
He has had a wide and varled experience and
in the course of his travels has met men of
almost every type and has profited by his in-
torcourse with them. BSo his reminiscenses
are apt to be of an unusual character. One
of the stories he told was of his meeting with
Billy the Kid, the noted outlaw and murderer
of the Southwest.

“So long as I live,” said he, “I will never
lose the image of Billy the Kid as I saw him
that midnight in old Bante Fé, back In 1870
There he stands in the doorway of the little
adobe house, his form outlived by moonlight
at his back, his face illuminated by the glow
of the little lamp. The clock had made the
first stroke of the midnight hour when there
was a knock at the door that 1 can hear yet.
1 invited him in. The door flew open and
there stood the most feared man in New Mex-
ico. The room was covered by a Winchester
rifle held in one hand. In the other was a
Colt's revolver. It was a musical growl that
said:

“'l was to meet the Governor here at mid-
night. It is midnight: is he here? "

(ien. Wallace invited him to come in and
told him that he was the Governor of New
Mexico, and at the same time gave him assur-
ance of protection by declaring that there was
no one else present except himself and the
owner of the cottage.

“Billy came toward the table near which
I sat and I looked at him in wonder,” Gen.
Wallace went on. “This was the man that
had killed his score, the man whom every offi-
cer hunted. I was not expecting to see a
stripling with rounded shoulders, slightly
stooping stature, effeminate physique. His
face was smooth and soft,yet character and
firmness were shown in every line. His voice
was as musical as that of a woman. Over
him hung the cloak of fearlessness and alert-
ness, and his eyes seemed to look deep into
every man's intentions. "

The General then related the circumstances
that led to the meeting. Billy the Kid, he
said, was a New Mexican outlaw who had at-
tracted the attention of the nation by reason
of his many crimes. He was born in New
York and his name was William Bonne. When
a lad he was brought to Indiana and was reared
at Indianapolls and Terre Haute. He went
West in 1876 and was then about 17 years of
age. It was not long before he became the
niost daring and notorious of desperadoes.
He was employed by John Chisum, a cattle-
man, who was known as the Cattle King, and
in ona of their settdements Billy's account
was disputed. He swore that he would square
matters by killlng Chisum's bherdsmen and
that for each one he killed he would credit
the account with 85, but if he killed Chisum
himself, then the whole account would be
regarded as paid He at once entered upon
a career of crime that had no equal in the West
and at the time Gen Wallace was appointed
Governor of New Mexico the name of Billy the
Kid was on the lips of everybody and every
officer in the Territory was on the watch for
him, but no one was over anxious to meet him
Billy was carrying out his threat against Chisum
as well as he could and had killed several of
Chisum's Rerdsmen. These murders led to
others and it was reckoned that as many as
twenty men had been killed by him when the
new Governor arrived at Santa Feé.

Soon after a young lawyer named Chapman
was murdered. Four men were arrested for
the crime, but such was the general terror
that they inspired that the witnesses against
them fled the country and itseemedthat there
would be no evidence against them. Gen,
Wallace wanted to make & record in his new

office and determined that the murderers of
Chapman should not escape. He learned tha
Billy tue Kid was a witness to the murder an
he belleved that Bmt- had the pluck to appear
in court and testify to the facta if he were as-
sured of his own Mct&'. Near Santa Fé lived
an old man who was known to be a friend of
Billy's and the Governor went to his house one
day and asked him to arrange & meeting with
Billy The man protested that he did not
know where Billy was and said that he had
never been u;}»:vn terms of intimacy with him,
Disregarding his professed {gnorance, the Gov-
ernor sat down and wrote & note to Billy, ask-
fng for a meeting on a certain night and promis-
ing that no one but himself and the old man
should borraeut‘ He explained that he under-
«tood that Billy was the only man in the ter-
ritory who had witnessed the murder of Chap-
man and he desjred to see bim about that affalr,
The note contained a promise that if Billy
would appear as a witness, he should receive
a le\rdon for all his past offences.

he midnight meeting took place as the
General describad It. but the Kid was at first
loath to do what was wanted, sayving that the
friends of the murderers would kill him, It
was finally arranged that Billy should be cap-
turad placad in Jall and kept heavily ironed,
He named the men who were to capture him
and he himself 'lmfnud the condition that he
should be kept in {rons in order that his repu-
tation might not suffer. According to the
terms of the compact he was to be a free man
and receive a pardon covering all his offences
as soom as the murderers of Chapman were
convicted,

During his confinement in jail Billy gave the
Governor an exh!bition of his powers as & marks-
man, Gen, Wallace had him brought to his
office and told the guards to take off the irons,
With looks of astonishment they obeyed th
Governor's order, and he then told the Ki
that he wanted to see him shoot, having been
informed that he was the best shot in the West,
Billy called for his revolver and Winchester
and these were given to him. He was then
taken out into a smuall court.  One of the guards
tossed a tin can into the air and Billy fired at
it without seeming to take aim. The bulles
passed through the can and as the can struck
the ground he continued to fire, striking it
with every shot and rolling it further and ?nu--
ther away from him. Asked how he aimed
s0 accurately. he showed the Governor that
he placed the index finger along the barrel
of the revolver, took his aim along that and
willed the trigger with the middle finger. His
lorse was then brought out and he mounted
it and while the animal was ’o‘uw at a gallop
he fired several shots into a four-inch saplin
with his left hand and, tyrning around, uxﬁ
the same with his rightghand, never missing.

‘It was the week bDefore the trial of the Chap-
man murders,” continued the General, “and
Billy had peen taken to dl‘!g)er in his chains.
After the meal he said to the guards: 'l wish
you would the Governor that I am tired.
Much obliged, boys,’ and leaving them as though
in & trance he quietly walked across the street
and, unhitching a horse, dashed out of town.
I'here could be no suspicion that the guards
had conspired for his release. They were
victims of that mysterious something that
Billy exerted over men. lLater, he was ar-
rested for a series of murders. He had kept
my note offering pardon for his previous orimes.
He had been in jall & week when he sant me
a note saying, ‘Governor. why haven't you
come to see me? [ paid no attenion to fit.
A faw days later there was a second note: ‘Giov-
ernor, I haye some émpor-‘ you would not want
to see displayed. Come to the jail.' [ knew
what he maant, I sent a copy of the old note
and the story over to the paper and it was
published. It was then he awore his vendetta
on my life and on that of Pat Garrett, the Sher-
it of Lincoln county. He was convieted of
murder and sentenced to be haunged. When
the sentence was pronounced, he rose in court
and said

"'Judfe, that don't frighten me the least
bit. Rilly the Kid was not born to be hung.'

“This young desperado was a thorough
fatalist. He belleved that he had a charmed
life and that ha had nothing to fear from the
weapons of enemiea, for ha would not go till
his time came, and the time was not at hand.
He had gone through some dangera that would
seem to justify this beljef.,
was surrounded in a house by nine men and
the house was set on fire. He made a dash
for liberty and made his escape through all
the musketry of the guards. There were a
dozen holes in his clothing and his necktie
wns cut away at the throat by one of the bul-
lets. but ha esca without a scratch.  After
his trial ha was taken back to jail, but he was
not the least disturbed. A y befors the
time fixed for the exacution nine guards wera
watching him. At dinner all but one left,
Billy was in chains. @ guard took his dinner
to him on a tray and as he stoo
the tray on the floor Billy struck him on the
head with his handcuffs breaking his scull,
Then he took the guard’s revolver, routed
all the other guards that appeared forced
A blacksmith nearby to break the handeufis,
mounted a good horse and rode away.

“It s needlesa to touch upon my danger
under the vendetta,” concluded the General
“Sufficient it is to say that he started for santa

At one time he

Fa, and, detormined to have a shot in return,

I started out Lo meet h;ﬁ’ but for some reason
he point. Sheriff Pat Gar-

out to Ta.h his capture and it was a scout that

las 'or weeks, each trying to get the drop
on the other. ly fell at last throukh love,
Garrett received orination that yl had

gone back to an old fort in the mountaius to
seo his sweetheart. The Sherlf journeyed
thither and lay in wait in the dooryard of the
g;mhm of Billy's sweetheart, and finally one

t
fo:L His hat was off. He wore only shirt
and trousers. He passed out into the night,
U‘.rl:o-‘nuwnlkod IQ and mve‘li'ed!the irl’s fuéh--r
wit. un. ‘Not a word,’ he w red us
Do passed behind the headboard of the hed
with guninhand. The door open

He knew by Instinct that something was wrong,
and cried to the old man in Spanish, ‘Who's

e? Who's here? Garrett raised his re-
volver. There were two shots. Billy the Kid
Jumped in the air and fell in his tracks. There
wera two bullet holes through his heart.”

As the General concluded the story a sigh
escaped his lps and the expression of his face
was sad. He seemed to be thinking fotently
{or a nhomont and then said, as though speak-
ng to himself:

And he was only 22."

GEN. CHAFFEE'S WAY WITH HIS MEN.

An Incident at El Caney That Explains the
Confidence They Feel in Him.

In the whole United States Army there is no
officer who possesses to a greater degree the
confidence and respect of the men that have
served under him than Gen. Adna R. Chaffee,
now on his way to China to take command of
the American forces there. It s not alone his
coclness, judgment and absolute fearlessness
in action that endear him to his men, for these
qualities are so nearly universal among the
officers of the American Army that they are
taken for grant=d, but also his constant thought-
fulness and care for his men and his tact in
handling them. After he returned from service
in Cuba the men of his division told of an inei-
dent showing his spirit toward them and his
possession of that quality so rare among sol-
diers who are themselves without fear, sym-
pathy with a victim of panic.

It was at El Caney, Several companies were
detailed to dig trenches and the Spanish sharp-
shooters were potting at them from treetops
and clumps of bushes on the hilleides. Pres-
ently the firing became 8o severs that the men
were ordered to drop their tools and return it.
About this time Gen. Chaffee came along on
foot looking over the situation. In the bottom
of one of the trenches he saw a soldier lying
flat on his face, while the man next to him
kicked him in the intervals of firing. As the
General walked over he heard the kicker
address the prostrate soldier in a savage whis-
per:

“(iet up, you blanked fool! Here comes old
Chaffee. If he sees you you're done for.”

“What's the matter with that man?” asked
Gen, Chaffee of the speaker. “1s he wounded?”

“No, sir," sald the soldier, saluting. The
prostrate man made no motion.

“Sun, then?” asked the General, for there
were many cases of collapse from heat under
the vitter glare of the Cuban afternoons.

“1 don't know, sir,” replied the soldier in em-
barrassment.

All this tyume the bullets were whistling around
and the soldier, who had risen from his erouch-
ing posture, and was standing at salute.

"Don’t stand there and expose yourself, my
man,” said Gen. Chaftee kindly, although he
himsell had been standing in full range all the
time. Now he walked over to the grovelling
soldier, took him by the collar and hauled him
1o 4 sitting posture.

“What do you mean by li;mz there?" he said
sternly. “Get up and fight with your com-

any.
" “.\ro, 1 ean't,” whined the fellow.

“Can't,” sald the General, “Well, you'rs a
fine soldier! What business have you got here?
What's the matter with you, anyway?’

“I'm afraid, that's what the matter with me,”
said the soldier doggedly, trying to wrest his
collar from the grasp of the other and trying in
vain, for Gen. Chaffee has muscies of ateel.

“Heg pardon, sir,” said the man's neighbor
saluting again. “1 think the kid's been sick,

ir.
* “That's a charitable thought,” sald the Gen-

eral grimly.

He twisted his captive about to get a good
look at him, and his face, which had grown set
aod uwrs, softened at what he saw.

“How old are you”" he asked.

“Sevanteen,” said the frighte soldier.

“Why, you're nothing but a child,” eried Gen.
Chaffee. “I'd like to get hold of the fellow
that enlisted you "

He stood thinking for a moment while the
boy sniMed: A Spanish bullet sent a little
spirt of dirt up from the intrenchment not two
feet from where he stood.

“Beg pardon, sir; they're getting your range *
said the other soldier.” “Hadn't you better lie
down, sir?”

Tha General pald no attention to the warning,
but shifted his hand from the collar to the
shoulder of his captive.

“Now, soe here,” said he kindly. *“You can't
help being frightened, 1 suppose. But there
isn't nearly so much danger as you think there
is. ipou just pick up your gun and take your
position and fight and I'll stand here by you till
you get used to t.”

Shaking like a leaf the boy seized his gun and
fired a shot almost stralght up in the alr

“That's a little high,” =ald his instructor.
;{ry it lower and take a littla more time to alm.

ere’s a Spaniard in that green thicket straight
in front of you, I think.”

After three or four shots the yvoung soldier
got his nerve, stopped trembling and hegan to
shoot with some accuracy and judgment.

*“T'hat's better,” said Gen. Chaffee as he moved
away. “Stay there and do yoyr best.”

Nine officera out of ten would have sent the

youngster to the rear in disgrace and ruined
is army career. Gen. Chaffee’'s method was
the better in every way. ‘The boy fought like
a veteran through the afternoon and when the
order came to withdraw he had to be dragged
away by his companions, though he had been
fighting for more than an hour with A bullet
wound In his shoulder. He said that Gen. Chaf-
feo had told him to stay there and he was going
to stay. The wound was a trifiing one and be-
fore the campaign was over the boy had the
reputation of being one of tha best soldiers in
hia company. He is now a corporal and is
serving in the Philippines.

TAILOR TO THE BUMPY PEOPLE.

Some Difficuities of Making Clothes for the
Crippled and Deformed.

The tall man took a coat from the rack and
turned it round and round slowly. “What
do vou think of this?" he asked.

The caller eyed the garment doubtfully.
“I hardly know what to think,” she said, “It
seems so kind of bumpy.”

The tall man laughed. “Well ® he admitted.
“it is something en the bumpy order. But
then it is intended for a bumpy man. Bumpy
people are my specialty.”

“Oh,” remarked the caller, apologetically.
“I didn't know that.”

“Didn’t you read my sign?” asked the tall
man. Then he led the way out into the street
and pointed to the white letters which informed
passers-by that a talor who sewed for erip-
ples and deformed persons did business there.

“1 didn't notice that,” said the caller. “It
was hidden by the awning.”

“So it was,” said the tall man, “but so far
as business is concerned, it makes little dir-
ference whether my sign Is visible or not, for
everybody knows where to flud me. You
did not know, perhaps, that the tailor busi-
ness, like every other profession, is gradu-
ally belng divided up into speclalties. have
taken the bum(py people, as vou call them,
for my particular patrons. For the past five
years I have been working almost exclusivaly
ulonf the bumpy line, and now fully two-
thirds of my customers are people troubled
with some physical imperfection which they
want concealed or, where that s impossible,
reduced to a minlmum by their clothes.

“It stands to reason that it isa diffieult thing
to give a deformed man a good fit. It might
seem, to the casual observer, that any tailor
who can turn out a well-fitting suit of clothes
for a sound, upright man ought to be ahle
to do proportionately good work for a eripple,
but this theory does not hold water in prac-
tice, now scores of talors uptown who
do first-class work when sewing for their own
trade, but as soon as they Infringe on my
nr-ulnlty they make a boteh of everything
they lay their hauds on. Their Incompetency
in that line is due t.‘hwnr 1o the wadeney to
glve attention to the whimsical nouons and
me(-‘-(mnn of patrons

“As a rule, & man whose physigue is  out
of kelter is very sensitive in regard 10 his short-

comings. He naturally wants the defect
minimized to the greatest possible degree
and he has a grist of {deas which would, he

belleves, tend to improve his appearance.
The tallor who has not learned from exjperi-
ence the cut best ud(rpud to various deformj-
ties is apt to be guided by the most plausibls
of thess suggestions, and the result is geuer
dissatisfaction to all conosrned.

“As for m{ul!. having studied this

O

Tf the trade Brapeh
|

T 80 MANY years, | consider that
am competant to fit the worst case of erooked
mba or bad back on record, and while 1 li<tey

pauently to directions and apparenty defer

to the wishes of my customers, (o reality |
follow my own judgment and the con equencs

I8, I am troubled by fewer Kickers than  any

other tailor of my nequaintance 1 am qite

proud of my reputation, too. Thers are hosts

hnum-v-.r mn.nm- t S h ¥
rett was 'y man in New 00 not afraid
of Billy Jﬁ&mm.. Garrett started |

of these bumpy people in town, and it is :‘Jh
mebody was maklog
L:#n e 4 & special study

he saw a man come out in his stocking |

again. Billy !
seemed 10 smell danger as & camel smells rain,

"AXES 1IN LUNATICS' HANDS.

EFFECT OF NANUAL LABOR ON
LOUISIANA'S INSANE,

Most DBeneficlal Results Have Followed the
Experiment — Great Increase in Insanity
Among the Negroes — The State Asylum
Overcrowded and Hundreds of Insane
Kept In Parish Jalls In the State,

NEW ORLEANS, June 3%0.—The lunatic probe
lem is very troublesome in Louisiana just now
in consequence of the rapid increase of the
fnsane, especially among the pegroes, due
probably to the general use of cocaine and
other drugs., The increase in lunacy in the
State has been so rapid of late shat although
the insane asylum at Jackson bas been added
to every foew years, it s unable to accommodate
a large number of the insane, who are accu=
mulating in all the parishes, but especlally
in New Orleans, waiting for a vacancy to oo=
cur In the asylum by death or discharge. These
lunatics are confined in the local jails, places
usually unsuited to them, and in whish they
suffer the greatest hardships, belogs wsnally
without the necessary attendance anu wreavs
ment. An investigation by the authorities
in New Orleans a few days ago disclosed such
a frightful condition of affairs among the luna=
tica that the city has decided to erect a tem-
porary asylum whers they can be conflned
until the State has room in which to quarter
them. Meantime, they ure confined in a private
institution, the city pay ing their board.

This overcrowding of the State Asylum
has led to another evil, In view of the fact
that there was no accommodation for the
lunatics, except the noisome police jall, the
milder lunatics—those who were believed to
be safe and quiet—have been allowed to rum
at large. On June 24 a severa lesson was
taught in this matter when one of these harmse
less lunatios, Richardson by name, ran amuck
through the principal streets of New Orleans,
killing & former friend, Schloessel, and a boy,
Whitaker. The lunatic himself would have

been lrnchod by a mob, who kuew nothing
of his In=anity, but for the Sheriff.

Saveral other affairs of this kind have im-

sed upon the poom Louisiana the fac!

hat no lunatics are ess, and a de
has been made on the legislature for a large
increass in the appropriation for the asylum,
50 As to enabla it to provide for all. are
1,157 insane rwua coufilned in the uylun}
aul o total would be increased to 1,500 |
there was room enough in the Institution. The
increase In the inmates has been at the rate
of 6 per ceut. A year, showing & remarkable
development of lmwdty in Loulsiana. Some
of the increase may be due to the fact thas
cn=es of lunacy were concealad before; whereas,
now that the Stats Insane Alylm} enjoys such
an enviable reruuuun as one of the best in
the country, with an extraordinary percentage
of cures, the wealthiest families in the State
prefer to send their weak-| d to the Jack-
son asylum rather than to private institu-

tions as they did formerly.
ly one-half u‘
as & curious fac

Of the inmates, 422, or
negroes, and it is remarked
that whereas among the whites the males ex-
ceed, at the rate of four to three, the femalo
lunatics, the contrary is the case among the
negroes, where the women lunatics are in &
majority,

In the last few {urs. under the administra-
tion of the present superintendent, Dr. (. A. B/
Hays, the methods pursued in the treatmen$
of the insane have been radically changed with
a most salutary result.  Some change became
necessary when the number of inmates in-

s0 rapidly without a (mrrnxondlnc
increase in the revenues provided by the Leg-
fslature. It became necessary to economize,
and Dr. Hays decided to try to make the insti-
tution self supporting, belleving that this would
be beneficial, lmti only from a financial poin$
of view, but would tend to restore the mental
health of the lunatics. The result is that the
asylum is one of the most cheaply run in the
country, at a cost of only $80 per capita a year;
although most comfortable and convenient
in all respects. The asylum is surrounded by
handsome flower gardens, with bero and there
fountains playing around the the flowers, and
looks more like a public park or pleasure ground
than an insane asylum.

This is accomplished with the meagre allow=
ance made by the Legislature, mainly through
eniploying the labor of the lunatics themselves,
and this labor not only gives the lunatics pleas~
ure and comforts they would not otherwise have,
but it ha&. the superintendent thinks, a decid=
edly good physical and mental eflect, employ=
ing what minds they have left and in many
cases restoring the physical health.

It has been ? matter of sonfe years to perfect
this system of working the lunatics. um-
ber of them of course, could not be employed
rt all at uw useful occupation, the violent

unatics and Idlots, As to the others, it was
necessary to determine by trial and experience
what work they were suited for, how far they
could be trusted and how lur:a they could work.
It can be stated as a general proposition that
the lunatic, no matter how wild his mental
malady, cannot perform anywhere near the
same amount of work in any line as a rane per-
son. He becomes ured or restless in a few

ours, and it will not pay to work him after
he shows the =slightest fatigue or dissatis-
faction. Up to that point, however, he will
work well and efficiently and even seems
to become interested in what he is doing.
BI studying the tendencies and methods
of each Indlvidual lunatic, it is possible 1o
get out of him nearly as much work as a
sane man can do, and during these working
hours he is capable not only of crude, rough
work, but even of tasks ulring very con-
siderable skill.  Thus al e carpentering
work in the asylum is done by lunatics, all the
bread eaten as well by the officers as by the
inmates, is b lunatics, and poseibly
the greatest achievement of all, the enginecer
who runs the engines which mple the asy=
lum with water, heat and light, is a lunatic.

Pertiaps the most serious problem in this
connection is the fact that the lunatics are
necessarily provided with tools or imvlements
that mav become dangerous in their hands
should their madnes=s assume a homicidal form,
as ways possible. The aslyum raises ng
the vegetables it neads with lunatic labor, an
its maguificent garden is kept in order by the
inmates themselves. The mien are furnished
with spades and pickaxes, while the work-
men, those who cut fuel, carry axes. It would
£0em A& most serious risk to work with men
who are liable to break out into maniacal fury
at any time; but so far this plan has worked
admirably, and there has not been a serious
accident to any of the inmates because of u
man injuring himself or atterapting to injure
the others, The only assault made was by
one of the femala lunatics employed in house-
keeping work. In a fit of mania she attacked
one of her companions with a mop and at-
tempted to beat out her brains, hut was re-
#truned in time. In furnishing the Junatic
with implements and tools that can be u
as weapons the greatest care and attention
are required. The lunatics are tested hefore
the axes are given them. At the slightess
evidence of any dangerous mental disturbe
auce they are deprived of these weapous.

The amount of work got from the lunatics
in this way s almost beyond belief, and it is
rrobablo that the lunatics contribute more
to their own support than the State itself does.
The women do all the house-cleaning work,
run the laundry, make all their own clothing, as
well as the suits and underclothing used by
the male lunatics. All the cooking is doune
br the inmates, the kitchen force being equally
divided between men and women—for the sexes
are nacessarily w[iuu'uln-d in the asvium. In
the matter of wearing apparel the asylum pro-
vides only shoes, socks and stockings and the
heavier wearing ay r{-nml of the men; averything
else needed is made in the asylum.

8o far has the self-supporting system been
carried that the lunatics raise their own to-
bacco, which is cured and distributed amon,
those male inmates who are smokers, mthmﬁ
the loss of a cent to the asylum. As a conge-
quence the asylum needs a very small force
of nurses and guards. Thera are only twenty
male and twenty-two female attendants.

Thers are in addition superintendents who
direct the work. The attendants work side by
gide with the lunatics and encourage them to
labor: but labor is not compulsory in any way; nor
do they receive any roeward or compensation,
It {8 found, however. that except in the case
of the more violent, a lunatic, when he sees the
others at lahor. i anxious to join in himself.

But while the Insane Asylum has accoms
plished so much good, it cannot keep up with
the increase in lunmey in Louislana; and the
legislature declares that it cannot give all
that is asked or peedod, and has cut down
the appropriation $20,000 this year, with the
result that a great many persons who should
be contined in the asylum will be shut out,
And If the increase in negro lunatios keeps up,
a5 1t I8 likely to do, now that the use of cocaine
and other drugs has fbecome so general, it is
likely to prove more than trovhissome
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Prevented—relieved cured
Our method will stand investigation.
Don’t wait until attack s on befora beginning

treatiment
Prevention guarantesd those who come In time
toour treatment rooms
Spedial attention patd to treaseent by mall
Every case under suporyi- ! rvhysician,
Write for exmimination b 1 tos nos
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